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S Your Ref.: YTMDC 13-3(/3/1 Pt. 35 m

W A% Tei. No.: 2707 7383

WX I Fax No.: 2758 3394

Yau Tsim Mong District Council Secretariat
4/F Mong Kok Government Offices

30 Luen Wan Street, Mong Kok, Kowloon v
(Attn.: Mr. Glorious WONG)

Dear Madam,

Invitation to Attend the Meeting
of the Community Building Committee (CBC)
of the Yau Tsim Mong District Council (YTMDC)

I refer to your above refcrenced letter dated 18 November 2013 to Mr. Y. K HO,
SE/PR of this Department enclosing a discussion paper from Yau Tsim Mong District Council
Community Bujlding Committee members regarding the subject issue.

2. Please be advised that this Regional Office is not able to attend the subject meeting

on 5 December 2013 since we arc heavily committed to other urgent works. In responsc to the
subject submitted Discussion Paper, please find below our written reply in Chinese for your

necessary action.
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BRI RERATIZ .
Yours faithfully,
(Andy FONG)
for Chief Highway Engincer/Kowloon
Highways Depar
AC for T/U, TD (Attn: Mr S K TAI) Fax No.: 2397 8046
Internal DE/MK, DAIOW/MK
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Agenda Item No. 9 — Written

(translation) Response

B K fa = LABOUR AND WELFARE BUREAU
% T K i Fl R GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT
EURGREREY Central Government Offices
Tim Mei Avenue
BT #& #6 Tamar, Hong Kong
A B R %% Our Ref.: LWB CR 1/5/5110/07(08) Pt. 3 “TEEE SRS Tel No.: 2810 2191
% & % %% Your Ref.: YTMDC 13-30/3/1 Pt. 35 % 5% FaxNo.. 25231973

4 December 2013

Committee Building Committee

Yau Tsim Mong District Council

4/F Mong Kok Government Offices

30 Luen Wan Street, Mong Kok

Kowloon 1l
(Attn : Ms Glorious Wong)

Dear Ms Wong,
Short-term Food Assistance Service Projects
Thank you for the Community Building Committee’s 22 November
2013 letter on the short-term food assistance service projects (the projects).

Please find our response to the issues raised in the ensuing paragraphs.

Service update

Since February 2009, the Social Welfare Department (SWD) has
commissioned five non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to operate the
projects all over the territory to help individuals/families having temporary
difficulty in coping with basic food expenditure. The five service operators and
their local partners have set up 482 service points all over Hong Kong, of which
110 are also venues for food distribution. Up to the end of October 2013, the
operators have served over 135 000 needy persons. The NGO serving Yau Tsim
Mong, Kowloon City and Sham Shui Po have served 43 500 persons up to
October 2013.

Improvement measures

To better meet the needs of service users, SWD enhanced the service
in October 2011 by adding the provision of food and hot meal coupons which can



o

be redeemed at designated food stalls, supermarkets and restaurants. This was
in addition to the usual provision of dry rations normally offered for people to
tide over urgent and short-term needs.

Further improvement measures have been rolled out in October 2013.
These include extending the service period from a maximum of six weeks to a
maximum of eight weeks. Service operators are continue exercising discretion
to provide support to deserving users beyond the eight-week period on a
case-by-case basis. In addition, operators’ food expenditure has been adjusted
upwards by 10%. This has provided more flexibility for the operators in
offering different kinds and mixture of food items to the service users based on
their needs.

SWD conducted a new round of invitation for proposals for
operating the service in August 2013. In this connection, two service areas with
higher demands would be split into four (i.e. “Sham Shui Po, Kowloon City and
Yau Tsim Mong” would be split into “Sham Shui Po” and “Kowloon City and
Yau Tsim Mong”; whereas “Yuen Long, Tuen Mun and Tin Shui Wai” would be
split into “Yuen Long” and “Tuen Mun (including Tin Shui Wai)”). This would
facilitate more effective delivery and management of the service. SWD will
closely monitor the service utilisation and demands and take timely follow-up
measures.

Working poverty

Your letter has also mentioned the subject of working poverty. As
we understand, on 31 October, Diréctor (Special Duties) of the Chief Secre&ary
for Administration’s Private Office briefed members of the Yau Tsim Mong
District Council on poverty alleviation strategy. New measure helping needy
working poor families should be pro-employment and pro-children. The support
should be structured to sustain family members’ self-reliance whilst enhancing
opportunities for upward social mobility.

We welcome concrete proposals from different sectors of the
community on tackling poverty.

~

Yours sincerely,

( Ms Jane LEE )
for Secretary for Labour and Welfare

c.c. Director of Social Welfare (Attn: Mr FUNG Man-chung)
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